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I 1m writiI1g to ~ concem for possible impacts to Zion Na1i~ P8tk that might re!l11t
from developJDent of s~ve:ral of the parcels being offered in the Nonce of Competitive Oil and
Gas ~e sale: dated April 29, 2002. Specifically t four parcels in the Kanab Field. uro 17,
UTO 19, UfO20 and UTO21 include lands in the surface watershed and groundwater drainage
ONin that tee4! the East Fork of the Vngin ~ upstream of Zion National PaIk .
Surfaco acsd'viti;a on thcsCc ]~ ~d ocr;;ur dirCctly above the Navajo SandstDne, with the
potcntial for chilling lI1uds or petroleum. spills to have I. rath~ dirc;t route from the ~e to
the gJ:o\md~ aquifer in the N~o Sandstone. This aquifer prQVjdes almost the CD.are
flow of ~ EaSt Fork of the Virgh:l River as it di;schaJies from n-umcrous springs 6 to 1 S mik;S
west of the parcels. Unlike other aquif~ in the 8rea, the Navajo aquifer produces wafer of

consistent high quality.

The P.a.1t Pork is one of the two II1aiIl rivers floWing through the park, and its entire cmycm
inside the park boundary nas been proposed as a Research NatUral Area. It also supports fuur
specics of~ fish. mcludinl th~ Virgin Spinedace. which is being managed under II
conservation agreement to avoid funnallildns .., a tbrearened 5pecies.

~Ie same p8:'CcJs were included in a coalbcd mctban~ lease notice dated March 5. 2002-
At that dme '9Ie hp1.'eSsed coJJ,Cem and suggested two stipulatiom be attached to th~ lcue
offering, (1) ~t drilling pits be lined or containerlz=d, and (2) that if~ ~du~Qn o=CUJred
ft'Om several wells in the area, a well. be drilled for mcuitoring water levels and ql1.81ity. A
responae lstter froUl the BLM: Utah State Office stated that these typeS of stipulations would
be c0I].5ider~ ~ ~Application for Petnlit to Drill (APD) was received.
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In WS particular CM8. this approacll ~ ~de adequate pro~~ tor park %t.aoufces. We

therefo~, do not object to 4)fItring any of the parcels included in the AprU 29, 2002~.

We do ~uett to be n<rtified ifan APD is received for paJcels UTO17» UTO19. UT020 or

TJrO21.1O eu.t~ Ol;IJ: ~ pm1icipation in 1he NEP A compliance for those ~.

We greatly appreciate the opportunity to review tbtS, lease offerings. If you haV'e question$

!egardiJ;li these commcnu, plcA$e contact me or Dave Shmrow at 435-644-4318.
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'NPS Utah State Coordinamr I

Park Hyd1'olQgist

BLM State Office (R. Lopez). Sah lake City
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