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Open invitation: BLM Monticello plan invites destruction
of relics
Tribune Editorial

Article Last Updated: 09/08/2008 06:49:19 PM MDT

The Bureau of Land Management under the Bush administration is trying to make a clean sweep of it
before President Bush leaves office, issuing management plans for Utah public lands that favor all-terrain
vehicles and energy development over wildlife, water, scenic beauty and archaeological treasures. 
    Ancient Anasazi ruins in the Monticello area - 1.8 million acres in San Juan and Grand counties - would
be especially hard-hit, and could even be destroyed by the BLM plan for that area. 
    The agency wants to swap the current designation of "areas of critical environmental concern" that now
protect Cedar Mesa, Dark Canyon and Butler Wash for a new label: "special recreation-management areas."
The change would invite more ATV riders, along with more hikers and cyclists, some of whom are
environmentally conscious and others who behave irresponsibly, even criminally. 
    The BLM says it can better enforce rules prohibiting human contact with the remains of Anasazi
dwellings and relics under the new designation. That's ludicrous. The BLM has one enforcement officer for
the entire Monticello region. Inviting more visitors and making it easier for looters and vandals to find the
ruins, without beefing up enforcement, sounds a death knell for these archaeological treasures. 
    The BLM seems oblivious to the value and unique nature of these ruins. In its single-minded focus on

opening up all public lands - even those that are
home to irreplaceable artifacts - to motorized
recreation and development, it is willing to
sacrifice other values that are important to
Americans. 
    The agency insists it can educate visitors about
the fragility of the ruins while allowing them free
rein to run roughshod over the area. Nonsense. 
    Education is vital, but it must be accompanied
by strict rules to protect what cannot be replaced
and some better means of enforcement than what
now exists. 
    The proposed rules allowing people access to
nearly all parts of these areas is an open invitation
to looters, vandals and ATVers who only want to

leave their mark or take souvenirs and care little about the land and its cultural history. 
    If this plan is adopted, the next Congress and president should act immediately to reverse it. 
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RECENT COMMENTS:RECENT COMMENTS:
9/9/2008 6:24:00 AM -- "Special Recreation Management Areas" are NOT new
designations for these areas! All anyone has to do is actually READ the plan...
[MORE]

9/9/2008 5:32:00 AM -- Thanks Utah BLM director Selma Sierra! and thanks to
you too, you Field Office Directors. Thanks for toadying for BushCo and... [MORE]

9/8/2008 8:06:00 PM -- Could someone refresh my memory? What was
America's reaction to the destruction caused by the 3 Rivers damn in China?
Their... [MORE]

READ ALL 3 COMMENTS | POST A COMMENT | REGISTER | TRIBTALK.COM

Largest Collection of Handicappers
Free Sports Picks, NFL Picks, MLB Picks -
Come Join Free Today.
www.ProcappersChallenge.com

ESPN Fantasy Guide
Expert Fanatasy Football Resources. Up
to Date Rankings, Stats & More.
www.ESPN.go.com/fantasyfootball

university in ut
Utah Career Training & College. Training
For Today’s In-Demand Jobs.
www.utahcollege.edu

Ads by Yahoo!

Featured Links  

Moving Companies
turning debt into wealth
Nanny Agency Great AuPair
1 Carat Diamond Pendants

Gift Ideas
Moving
Information Network

medical supplies
FREE Myspace Layouts,MYSPACE
Compare Prices

Sympathy Gift Baskets
Goji  Freelife GoChi Juice
Kars4Kids

http://166.70.44.77/comments/include.asp?hed=Open%20invitation:%20BLM%20Monticello%20plan%20invites%20destruction%20of%20relics&ref=10413231&sec=Opinion#
http://166.70.44.77/comments/include.asp?hed=Open%20invitation:%20BLM%20Monticello%20plan%20invites%20destruction%20of%20relics&ref=10413231&sec=Opinion#
http://www.tribtalk.com/register.php
http://166.70.44.77/comments/read_comments.asp?ref=10413231&sec=Opinion#529755
http://166.70.44.77/comments/read_comments.asp?ref=10413231&sec=Opinion
http://166.70.44.77/comments/read_comments.asp?ref=10413231&sec=Opinion#529421
http://166.70.44.77/comments/include.asp?hed=Open%20invitation:%20BLM%20Monticello%20plan%20invites%20destruction%20of%20relics&ref=10413231&sec=Opinion#
http://www.tribtalk.com/
http://166.70.44.77/comments/read_comments.asp?ref=10413231&sec=Opinion#529698
http://searchmarketing.yahoo.com/srch/cm.php?
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10413232
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10413223
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10413222
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10407461
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10407460
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10395463
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10395462
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10413230
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10413229
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10413228
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10413227
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10413226
http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10413225
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000755111/mnum=0000602882/cstr=91270363=_48c69dff,1851893879,755111%5E602882%5E1%5E0,1_/xsxdata=$XSXDATA/bnum=91270363/optn=64?trg=http://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/9608-54773-2042-50?mpt=1851893879
http://www.sltrib.com/rss
http://www.diamondpendantsonly.com/
http://www.123movers.com/
http://www.mydebtfreeplan.com/
http://www.greataupair.com/
http://www.firststreetonline.com/?promotion=81990
http://www.quickseek.com/bizlistings/aindex.html
http://www.vanlines.com/
http://www.sortprice.com/
http://www.allmedicalsupplies.com/
http://www.MyspaceHoney.com/
http://www.gojishop.com/
http://www.givejoy.org/cardonations.html
http://www.aagiftsandbaskets.com/
http://63.225.61.3/ADCLICK/CID=fffffffcfffffffcfffffffc/area=slt.OPINION.positionYx/adsize=800x600/aamsz=800x600/keyword=/site=/acc_random=78427389/pageid=78427389
http://63.225.61.3/ADCLICK/CID=fffffffcfffffffcfffffffc/area=slt.OPINION.dogear/adsize=800x600/aamsz=800x600/keyword=/site=/acc_random=78427389/pageid=78427389
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/my/atm/Salt%20Lake%20Tribune/Open%20invitation%3A%20BLM%20Monticello%20plan%20invites%20destruction%20of%20relics%20-%20Salt%20Lake%20Tribune/*http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http%3A//rss.mnginteractive.com/live/SLT/SaltLakeTribune_104.xml


9/9/08 10:06 AMOpen invitation: BLM Monticello plan invites destruction of relics - Salt Lake Tribune

Page 3 of 3http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_10413231

Privacy Policy  |  MNG Corporate Site Map  |  Copyright

http://www.sltrib.com/portlet/layout/html/privacypolicy/privacypolicy.jsp?siteId=297
http://www.sltrib.com/portlet/layout/html/sitemap/mng_sitemap.jsp
http://www.sltrib.com/portlet/layout/html/copyright/copyright.jsp?siteId=297

